Excavating Atlanta, Episode 6- Immigration and Segregation

Below the producer has curated some materials that serve to supplement some of the concepts
introduced in the discussion. There are time stamps to help you navigate which part of the discussion
the materials pertain to.

2:15 Early Immigration to Atlanta
Georgia has an archive of fairly detailed Census records available online, dating all the way back to 1900.

In the below graphic from the 1910 Census, you can make out the racial and ethnic categories that the
census bureau would track in the State of Georgia. Besides keeping up with White and “Negro”
populations, the Bureau tracked what they called “Foreign-Born Whites,” who were generally European.
The Syrian population that Dr. Marni Davis speaks of is likely included in “Turkey in Asia.”
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http://earlyushistory.net/georgia-census-data/
http://earlyushistory.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/1910-population-census-georgia.pdf
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See below how the Foreign-born white population changed between 1910 and 1940.

Table 15.~FOREIGN-BORN WHITE, 1910 TO 1940, AND TOTAL FOREIGM BORN, 1850 TO 1900, BY COUNTRY OF
BIRTH, FOR THE STATE .
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5:00 Decatur St. vs. Peachtree St.

These photographs show a bit of the difference between the districts that Dr. Davis is speaking about.
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http://digitalcollections.library.gsu.edu/cdm/search/searchterm/peachtree%20st.%20!peachtree%20street/field/all!all/mode/all!all/conn/and!and/order/nosort/page/2

5:35 Summerhill

This neighborhood south of downtown Atlanta was a thriving mixed-race neighborhood, where primarily
African-Americans and Jews lived. Summerhill was a neighborhood with a lot of mixed-use
development--meaning that there were stores right next to homes, etc. As people moved out of
Summerhill, and the overall property values declined, Summerhill lost a lot of its commerce, making the
area a great target for demolition during Federal Highway construction of the 50s and 60s. You can see
in the below photo how residential areas were turned into parking lots. Source.
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11:45 South Atlanta Neighborhoods

The below present-day map shows the neighborhoods on the southside of Atlanta. You can see where
the highways completely severed the neighborhoods of Summerhill and Grant Park.


https://www.atlantastudies.org/atlantas-war-on-density/
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13:00 HOLC Residential Security Maps
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The below map is a “Residential Security Map” used by the Federal Home Owners’ Loan Corporation,
available in the National Archives. You’ll notice that almost the entire south downtown area is
considered “hazardous.” For more on redlining and racial zoning in Atlanta, listen to the Housing

episode of Excavating Atlanta.



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/6082397
https://www.civilandhumanrights.org/excavating-atlanta-a-podcast-series/
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21:30 Leo Frank Lynching

Racial violence was simmering in Atlanta during the early 20th century. This era saw the rise of Jim Crow,
the Ku Klux Klan, and a race riot in 1906. “Between 1888 and 1903, 241 blacks were lynched in Georgia,
making it second only to Mississippi (294) in the number of deaths caused by mob violence.”

-Hobson, Maurice J. (2017-10-03). The Legend of the Black Mecca: Politics and Class in the Making of
Modern Atlanta (p. 17). The University of North Carolina Press. Kindle Edition.

However, African-Americans were not the only victims of violence during this period. The most notable
case was the lynching of Leo Frank, a Jewish Atlantan in 1915. Leo Frank was the manager of a pencil
factory, who was the last person to see Mary Phagan alive before she was murdered. The Governor of
Georgia believed Frank to be innocent after the courts found him guilty and commuted his sentence
from death to life imprisonment. This angered residents of Phagan’s hometown, Marietta. “The Knights
of Marietta” (connected to the KKK) took Frank from his prison cell in Milledgeville, drove him back to
Marietta and hung him before a local crowd. Frank was posthumously pardoned in 1986.

25:20 Leb’s Restaurant

Leb’s Restaurant was located at 60 Luckie St.



https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/leo-frank-case

26:00 Student Sit-In Movement at Leb’s

During the Civil Rights Era, Leb’s was the target of a lot of controversy over integration. The restaurant
was protested by both students and the KKK. You can hear a surviving audio news clip of Leb describing
the student sit-in movement as he saw it at the time. The newscaster interviews Charlie Lebidin and one
of his employees, and says that only the Klan can protect the white people of the police will not. (Be
warned, this interview can be difficult to listen to).



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6kNWqDcCrVs
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29:00 Alonzo Herndon

Alonzo Herndon was Atlanta’s first black millionaire. He owned the Crystal Palace (located at 66
Peachtree St.) barber shop and Atlanta Life Insurance Company. The below photographs document
both of these successful businesses.
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30:30 1906 Atlanta Race Riot

The success of black businesses like Alonzo Herndon’s one of the sparks that stoked the flames of the
Race Riot in Atlanta in 1906. Headlines read that multiple white women were assaulted by black men,
and white mobs descended upon downtown Atlanta, who then beat and randomly assaulted black men
and businesses. The state militia wa brought in to help quell the violence.

32:00 The City too Busy to Hate

Georgia State University history professor, Maurice Hobson, writes extensively in his book about how
white (and black) political elites united, creating the narrative that Atlanta was “Too Busy To Hate” to
attract northern business.

“During the next three decades, Atlanta would find itself with two successive mayors who
demonstrated an ability to hold the support of black political kingmakers while placating whites.
Mayors William Hartsfield and Ivan Allen attributed this alleged harmonious racial spirit to
“effective black leadership” combined with the white business elite’s vision of a “city too busy to
hate,” a term coined by the Hartsfield and Allen administrations.” (p. 19)

The fixation on class pervaded black Atlanta. Black elites formed social clubs and attended
churches that catered to their specific class. Their social institutions thus cultivated and
promoted an elite class identity. Declaring themselves as the real-time Talented Tenth, elite
blacks expected to exercise leadership over social, economic, and political matters affecting black


https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/atlanta-race-riot-1906

Atlanta because it did not occur to them that the working and poor classes would be involved in
advocacy or policymaking. The idea of the Talented Tenth promoted self-improvement and social
climbing, which were common in the atmosphere of Atlanta’s rapidly expanding economy.
Fundamentally, it was the idea, shared or professed by many policymakers and public figures in
the city— black and white— that Atlanta, as the quintessential New South city, was exceptional,
and that its distinctiveness made it ideally suited to address the problem of race. From this
perspective, Atlanta was truly “a city too busy to hate.” (p. 27-28)

Hobson, Maurice J. (2017-10-03). The Legend of the Black Mecca: Politics and Class in the Making of
Modern Atlanta. The University of North Carolina Press. Kindle Edition.

39:30 Dr. Davis Curriculum

Dr. Davis does a great exercise with her students where she asks them to go in the archives and uncover

the history of notable Atlanta landmarks that either still stand today, or have long been demolished.
Check it out!


http://teachingatlanta.org/project/atl-maps/

