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VOICE TO THE VOICELESS:
THE MOREHOUSE COLLEGE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. COLLECTION
(FIRST FLOOR)

TEMPORARY EXHIBITION (FIRST FLOOR)
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Look for the water feature through the glass
doors near the temporary exhibition space
on the first floor. Learn more about the
influential individuals behind the quotes.

A global symbol of peaceful resistance, Nelson Mandela (1918 — 2013) served as the most
significant leader of the anti-apartheid movement, protesting against South Africa’s oppressive
regime and racial segregation. Despite being held as a political prisoner for 27 years, he
eventually went on to become the first black president of South Africa from 1994 to 1999. In
1993, he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his dedication to nonviolence and democracy,

and he remained devoted to the causes of human rights and social justice for the rest of
his life.

Nelson Mandela spent his life working to change race relations in his country. Consider race
or place of origin relations in a different context: reimagine a familiar story (maybe from a
book, movie, or a television show) if the race or place of origin of the main character was
different. How would the story change? Discuss this switch with one of your classmates.

1. How would this affect the character’s relationship with other people
2. How would this affect the character’s perception of themselves?
3. Would the story have a different ending? In what way?

An influential and at times controversial cultural anthropologist, Margaret Mead (1901 —
1978) was best known for her studies of childhood development and gender roles in Samoa,
New Guinea, and Bali. Many believe that her writings on the behavior of the primitive societies
she observed would eventually help spur the sexual revolution of the 1960s. She also served as
an advocate for a wide variety of social and political issues, ranging from women’s rights to en-
vironmental preservation. She was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom posthumously
in 1978.

A large part of Margaret Mead’s work dealt with how gender roles vary across different
cultures. Consider gender roles in a different context: reimagine a familiar story (maybe
from a book, movie, or a television show) if the gender of the main character was different.
How would the story change? Discuss this switch with a classmate.

1. How would this affect the character’s relationship with other people?
2. How would this affect the character’s perception of themselves?
3. Would the story have a different ending?

© NATIONAL CENTER FOR CIVIL AND HUMAN RIGHTS, INC.



You may recognize some of the figures featured on these 1950s period television sets. They
are people who used their positions of power to vocally and sometimes violently enforce
segregation. You may hear from Jim Clark, who mass arrested 300 students who were
holding a silent protest, or Bull Connor who directed the use of firehoses and dogs against
peaceful protestors, including children.

JIM CROW LAWS

Learn more about segregation laws in each of the southern states. Click on Georgia to learn
about one of the Jim Crow laws imposed on the classrooms. No teacher teaching white and
colored pupils in the same school shall be allowed...........................

MONTGOMERY BUS BOYCOTT
“It is my constitutional right!” — Claudette Colvin (15 years old at the time of her arrest)

Little-known desegregation pioneer Claudette Colvin, at age 15 refused to give up her seat on

a Montgomery, Alabama bus nearly a year before Rosa Parks became famous for her similar
act of defiance. Find this panel and learn why we know about Rosa Parks and not her teenaged
fellow protestor.

THE INTEGRATION OF CENTRAL HIGH

Find the panel on The Integration of Central High and find the photo of Elizabeth Eckford.
Eckford was just 15 years old when she and eight of her classmates attempted to desegregate
Little Rock Central High School in 1957. In this photo, we see her bravely ignoring the hostile
screams from protestors. How might have you felt if you were in her shoes?

FREEDOM RIDERS
“...It was young folk across this country who believed that there were wrongs being done and
they wanted to correct it.” — Charles Person (18 years old at the time of the Freedom Rides)

In 1961, groups of white and black “Freedom Riders” traveled together on buses through
the South to test the Supreme Court ruling that segregated seating on interstate buses was
unconstitutional. Find the bus and listen to Charles Person’s and other Freedom Riders
accounts of what it was like to protest segregated interstate travel.
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MARCH ON WASHINGTON FOR JOBS AND FREEDOM (THIRD GALLERY)

THREE HYMNS (FOURTH GALLERY)

POLITICAL TRANSFORMATIONS (FIFTH GALLERY)

REQUIEM (EIGHTH GALLERY)




SPARK OF CONVICTION: .
THE GLOBAL HUMAN RIGHTS .
MOVEMENT (THIRD FLOOR) T

HUMAN RIGHTS TRANSFORM THE WORLD [ [

WHAT ARE HUMAN RIGHTS? FREEDOM AND DIGNITY -

DEFENDERS TODAY L
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HUMAN RIGHTS IN DEPTH

MOVE FREE ACT GALLERY




